
STATE OF MINNESOTA                                              DISTRICT COURT 

COUNTY OF WINONA                            THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

 

In the Matter of the  
Memorial Services for  
Mr. Herbert M. Bierce. 
 

*  *  *  * 

 

The January, 1963 Term of the District Court of Winona County 

was opened on January 14th at 11:00 o'clock A.M., the Honorable 

Leo P. Murphy presiding, and almost every member of the 

Winona County Bar Association was in attendance. 

THE COURT: Mr. Lindquist, you, as President of the Winona 

County Bar Association have, I believe, a special matter to be 

brought before the Court? 

Mr. LINDQUIST:  Yes, Your Honor, on behalf of the Winona 

County Bar Association we would like to have a Memorial 

Service for both Mr. Lamberton and Mr. Bierce who passed away 

just this fall and winter.1  

. . . 

Mr. LINDUIST: If there are no others that wish to add something 

at this time we will go to the Memorial for Mr. Bierce. The 

committee is composed of E. D. Libera, Milton A. Goldberg, John 

D. McGill and Richard H. Darby 

THE COURT: Judge Libera. 

                                                           
1 The memorial session in District Court on January 14, 1963, was for both Henry 
Lamberton and Herbert Bierce.  It was transcribed by a court reporter. The transcript has 
been divided so that the tributes to each lawyer form separate articles on the MLHP.  An 
Appendix to each memorial has been added by the MLHP.   
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JUDGE LIBERA: if the Court please: H. M. Bierce, dean of 

Winona County attorneys., who practiced law here for more than 

52 years before his retirement early in 1959, died November 18, 

1962 at Community Memorial Hospital where he had been a 

patient since October 12th. He was 83. 

A native of Ionia, Michigan, who came to Winona in the fall of 

1905, Mr. Bierce entered the law office of Webber and Lees for 

study of law and the following year was admitted to practice 

before the Minnesota bar.2 

Although he engaged in a general law practice, Mr. Bierce 

specialized in commercial law and proceedings in bankruptcy. 

He served as a referee in bankruptcy under appointment of the 

U. S. District Court more than 30 years and when he retired in 

1953 ranked 10th in seniority among 163 referees throughout the 

United States, 

He was instrumental in the organization of the National 

Association of Referees in Bankruptcy, for 23 years was its 

secretary and founded, and for a number of years edited, the 

quarterly journal. During the association's silver anniversary in 

1952 (sic), Mr. Bierce was elected its national president.3 

Born September 25, 1879, at Ionia, he later lived in Detroit, 

Michigan, and in 1902 was graduated from the Detroit College of 

Law before moving to Winona. He and his wife, Lucinda, lived at 

701 Huff Street. 

Mr. Bierce was one of the organizers of the Winona County Law 

Library, chairman of the library's board of trustees, a member of 

the committee on bankruptcy of the Commercial League of 

America and a member of the special committee of the American 

Bar Association. 

                                                           
2 He was admitted to the bar on May 29, 1906.  Roll of Attorneys, Supreme Court, State of 
Minnesota, 1858-1970, at 83  (Minnesota Digital Library). 
3 For his service on the bankruptcy bench, see Appendix, at 9-14. 
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He was an organizer and first president of the Rotary Club of 

Winona, 57 years ago helped organize and was elected first 

president of the Saturday Night Club, a discussion group, and 

was a past supreme representative of the Knights of Pythias. 

In the early years of this century, when the Winona County 

fairgrounds was on the present site of Westfield Golf Course, 

Mr.. Bierce was a director of the Tri-County Fair Board, served 

for two years as a director of the Winona Association of 

Commerce (now Chamber of Commerce), was a former chair-

man of the board of trustees of First Congregational Church and 

served six years as a member of the Winona County Board of 

Education. He was a past president of the Winona County and 

Third Judicial District Bar associations and for nine years a 

member of the board of governors of the Minnesota 'Bar 

Association. In 1959 he was honored by the Minnesota Bar 

Association for his more than 50 years of law practice.  

Mr. Bierce was a former special municipal judge here, a member 

of the Winona County Historical Society and was long active in 

the Winona County Old Settlers Association. 

Herb, as we members of the bar addressed and called him, had 

bankruptcy law, practice and procedure at his finger-tips, so to 

speak. The general practitioner was not often engaged to handle 

a bankruptcy matter. What he first did was go to Herb who was 

always willing to be of assistance. 

Surviving are his wife; two daughters, Mrs. Richard C. (Janet) 

Northrup, Iowa City, Iowa, and Mrs. Lyle V. (Charlotte) Mayer, 

Big Rapids, Michigan, and three grandchildren. 

The Winona County Bar Association respectfully requests that 

this memorial be spread upon the minutes of this court and that 

a copy thereof be sent to the members of the family of the late H. 

M. Bierce. 
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Dated at Winona, Minnesota, this 14th day of January, 1963. 

 

 

So ordered. Thank you, Judge Libera. 

Mr. LINDQUIST: Unless there is anyone else who wishes to 

speak, Your Honor, this concludes the Memorial 

THE COURT; Gentlemen of the Bar: Nothing much can be added 

to what has been so well presented here this morning. 

However Judge Hatfield who has been invited by the presiding 

resident Judge to speak for the Court has suggested that another 

should speak in that capacity. 

Conscience would haunt should there be a failure on my part to 

speak in whatsoever capacity on this occasion---Memorial 

Services for the departed, Herbert M. Bierce and Henry M. 

Lamberton, Jr, each a constant friend for more than forty years. 

The remarks which are about to be made are in no way intended 

as my measure of the value of those friendships. 

Herb Bierce appeared many many times as an advocate in courts 

where I presided; always well-prepared, knowing the essential 

facts, with great ability to reconcile facts with the law 

advantageously for his clients. However his image to me is that 

of a Judge. 
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He is, I believe, the only lawyer appointed in the last past 

forty-years as a referee by a Judge of the Third Judicial District. 

He served as such in a number of exceptionally important cases. 

He was an outstanding referee in bankruptcy; Congress sought 

and followed his advice on legislation to improve procedures in 

and administration of the bankruptcy courts. 

In the depression years, which some of us well remember, his 

time was almost entirely taken in his bankruptcy court here in 

Winona where he was the Referee for the entire First Con-

gressional District and where with the patience and kindness of 

an upright Judge he heard the stories of the poor, the un-

fortunate, and with graciousness gave necessary assistance to 

many attorneys in the proper presentation of their causes. 

Herb was an affable, interesting, kindly, unassuming man. 

Herbert M. Bierce established a standard of efficiency for his 

successors to follow, all to the enhancement of the Bar and the 

benefit of clients. 

. . .  

I shall always cherish the memory of each of these two loyal 

friends. 

The Court directs that the Memorials be filed with the Clerk of 

this Court and that the entire proceedings be spread upon and 

made a part of the minutes of this Court, and the Clerk is 

directed to send a certified copy of said minutes to the family of 

Mr. Bierce and to the family of Mr. Lamberton. 

 

—=ẘ=— 
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APPENDIX 

This obituary appeared in the Winona Daily News, November 

19, 1962: 

H. M. Bierce Dies at 83 

H. M. Bierce, dean of Winona County attorneys who 

practiced law here for more than 52 years before his 

retirement early in 1959, died Sunday morning, at 

Community Memorial Hospital where he'd been a 

patient since Oct. 12.  

A native of Ionia, Mich., who came to Winona in the 

fall of 1905, Mr. Bierce entered the law office of 

Webber and Lees for study of law and the following 

year was admitted to practice before the Minnesota 

bar. His father, O. A. Bierce, operated a real estate 

and loan firm in Winona, platted West End property 

and was responsible for the naming of Bierce Street, 

FOR MORE than 50 years Mr. Bierce maintained an 

office in the Hirsch Building at 69 ½ E. 3rd St. In 1958, 

when the building was remodeled, Mr. Bierce moved 

his office to the Richardson Block, 60 ½  W. 3rd St. 

Although he engaged in a general law practice, 

Bierce specialized in commercial law and proceedings 

in bankruptcy. He served as a referee in bankruptcy 

under appointment of the U. S. District Court more 

than 30 years and when he retired in 1953 ranked 10th 

in seniority among 163 referees throughout the United 

States. 

He was instrumental in the organization of the 

National Association of Referees in Bankruptcy and 

for 23 years was its secretary and founder, and for a 

number of years edited the association's quarterly 
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journal. During the association's silver anniversary 

year in 1952 (sic) Mr. Bierce was elected its national 

president. 

BORN SEPT. 25, 1879, at Ionia, Iowa, he later lived in 

Detroit, Mich., and in 1902 was graduated from the 

Detroit College of Law before moving to Winona. He 

and his wife, Lucinda, lived at 701 Huff St. 

 

Mr. Bierce was one of the organizers of the Winona 

County Law Library, chairman of the library's board of 

trustees, a member of the committee on bankruptcy of 

the Commercial Law League of America and a member 
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of the special committee of the American Bar 

Association. 

He was an organizer and first president of the Rotary 

Club of Winona, 57 years ago helped organize and was 

elected first president of the Saturday Night Club, a 

discussion group, and was a past supreme repre-

sentative of the Knights of Pythias. 

IN THE EARLY years of this century when the Winona 

County fairgrounds was on the present site of 

Westfield Golf Course, Mr. Bierce was a director of the 

Tri-County Fair Board, served for two years as a 

director of the Winona Association of Commerce (now 

Chamber of Commerce), was a former chairman of 

the board of trustees of First Congregational Church 

and served six years as a member of the Winona 

County Board of Education.  

He was a past president of the Winona County and 3rd 

Judicial District Bar associations arid for nine years a 

member of the board of governors of the Minnesota 

Bar Association. In 1959 he was honored by the 

Minnesota Bar Association for his more than 50 years 

of law practice. 

Mr. Bierce was a former special municipal judge here, 

a member of the Winona County Historical Society and 

was long active in the Winona County Old Settlers 

Association. 

Surviving are his wife, two daughters, Mrs. Richard C. 

(Janet) Northrup, Iowa City, Iowa, and Mrs. Lyle V. 

(Charlotte) Mayer, Big Rapids, Mich., and three 

grandchildren.4 

                                                           
4 Winona Daily News, November 19, 1962, at 8 (funeral arrangements omitted).  The 
photograph that accompanies this obituary was furnished by Archivists at the Winona 
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Bierce served as a Referee in Bankruptcy for over 30 years.  He 

had also help found the Journal of the National Association of 

Referees in Bankruptcy and edited it for 23 years.  Excerpts from 

that Journal follow: 

 

The 25th Anniversary of the founding of the 
National Association of Referees in Bankruptcy  

(1951) 
 

Herbert Bierce is in the middle of first row, 
wearing a bow tie and holding a white folder. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                           

County Historical Society.  Obviously the Bar Association’s memorial was based on this 
obituary, as was the tribute in the Journal of the National Association of Referees in 
Bankruptcy, which follows. 
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In 1951, Bierce was elected President of the organization for the 

year 1952.  He wrote a “President’s Message” for three issues of 

the Journal.  They follow:  
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Bierce’s death was noted in the January 1963 issue of the  
Journal  he helped found and edited for  23 years: 

 
 

Herbert M. Bierce, First Secretary of Referees' 
Association, Editor of the Journal, and 

Former President, Is Dead 
 

Herbert M. Bierce, of Winona, Minnesota, died in that city on 

November 18, 1962, at the age of 83 years. Prior to his retirement 

he had served as a Referee in Bankruptcy for more than thirty 

years, and long was active in the affairs of the National 

Association of Referees in Bankruptcy, of which he was one of 

the founders. 

At the organization meeting of the Association in Detroit in July, 

1926, he was elected Secretary and Editor of the Journal, in 

which capacities he served continuously for the next 23 years 

until he asked to be relieved in 1949. Thereafter he was elected 

President of the Association at its silver anniversary meeting in 

1951, again in Detroit. 

Born September 25, 1879 at Ionia, Michigan, Mr. Bierce later 

lived in Detroit, and in 1902 was graduated from the Detroit 

College of Law. He moved to Winona, Minnesota, in the fall of 

1905, and was admitted to the Minnesota Bar the following year. 

For more than 52 years he maintained a law office at Winona. 

He was one of the organizers of the Winona County Law Library, 

chairman of the library's board of trustees, a member of the 

committee on bankruptcy of the Commercial Law, League of 

America, and a member of the special committee of the 

American Bar Association. 

He was an organizer and first president of the Rotary Club of 

Winona, and organizer and first president of the Saturday Night 

Club, a discussion group. He was a past supreme representative 
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of the Knights of Pythias. He was a director of the Tri-County 

Fair Board, served, for two years as a director of the Winona 

Association of Commerce (now the Chamber of Commerce) was 

a former chairman of the board of trustees of the First 

Congregational Church and served six years as a member of the 

Winona County Board of Education.  

He was a past president of the Winona County and 3rd Judicial 

District Bar associations and for nine years a member of the 

board of governors of the Minnesota Bar Association. In 1959 he 

was honored by the Minnesota Bar Association for his more than 

50 years of law practice. 

Judge Bierce was also a former special municipal judge member 

of the Winona County Historical Society and was   long active in 

the Old Settlers Association of the county. 

He is survived by his widow who lives at 701 Huff Street, 

Winona, two daughters, Mrs. Richard C. Northrup, Iowa City, 

Iowa, and Mrs. Lyle V. Mayer, Big Rapids, Michigan and three 

grandchildren. 5 

—=ẘ=— 
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5 37  Journal of the National Association of Referees in Bankruptcy 32 (January 1963). 


